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In the midst of blatant in usflces mﬂlcfed upon fﬁe Ne ro,
. . - You may well ask, “Why direct action?”” Why sit ins,

marches, and so forth? Isn‘t negotiation a better path?”

I have watched white churchmen stand on
lndeed this is t the very purpose of dlrecf action.

the sideline and mouth prous lrrelevanmes
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and sanctimonious trlvlalmes.
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In the midst of... racial and economic injustice,
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seeks to... foster such a

" e tens:on fhaf a community
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» ‘refused fo negoﬂafe is

I have heard many ministers say, “These are
social issues, with which the :

gospel has no real concern.”

which has constanﬂy

" forced to confront the issue.
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and scarred that body
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through social neglect
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We have to repent in this generation, not merely
for the hateful words and actions of bad people,
but for the appalling silence of good people.

Human progress never rolls in on the wheels of inevitability; if comes through the
tireless efforts of men willing to be coworkers with God, and without this hard work,

time itself becomes an ally in the forces of social stagnation.

Martin Luther King Jr. | Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963
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We who engage in nonwolent dlrect
action are not the creators of tension.
We merely bring to the surface the
hidden tension that is already alive.

Injustice must be exposed, with dll the tension its exposure creates, to the light

of human conscience at the air of national opinion before it can be cured.

Martin Luther King Jr. | Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963

I have been gravely
disappointed with
the white moderate.

v The Negro’s great stumbling block
; I_J'n his stride toward freedom is not... the

who prefers

.~ a negative peace
(the absence of tension)
fo a positive peace

(the presence of justice).

Shallow understanding from people of good will is more
frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will.

Martin Luther King Jr. | Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963
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I have been gravely

disappointed w:th ]

the white moderate.
The Negro’s great sfumbﬁng

block in his stride toward

freedom is not... the C

Ku Klux Klanner,

but the white moderate, —~ < /

who paternalistically believes he can set

the timetable for another man’s freedom.

Shallow understanding from people of good will is more

frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will.

Martin Luther King Jr. | Lefter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963

I have been so greatly
disappointed with
the white church

Some have been oufright opponents, refusing fo understand
the freedom movement and misrepresenting its leaders;

all too many others have been more cautious
than courageous, and have remained silent behind

the anesthetizing security of stained glass windows.

Martin Luther King Jr. | Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963
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In the mrdsf of blatant m;usm:es mﬂlcred upon the Negro You dep’ore ,'he y
I have watched white churchmen stand on g Ldemonstrahons takmg place...

the sideline and mouth plous lrrelevcmc'es

and sanctimonious trlwahﬂes.
S

In the midst of... racial and economic injustice,
I have heard many ministers say, “These are
social issves, with which the

gospel has no real concern.” S

buf your statemem‘ falls ™ express a

S

similar concern for the conditions thaf

e scc,,,ed that body brought abouf the demonstrcmons

e e " " lam sure rhaf none of you would want to rest confent wnh rhe ';
ﬂ‘ll’ Oug"l SOCICI’ neg’ed e : superficial kind of social analysis that deals merely with the effed‘s

s : and does not grapple with the underlying causes.
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e We know thro h wa'nful experience
One has a moral responsibility il Slebie el xperi

to disobey unjust laws. that freedom is never voluntarily

I would agree with St. Augustine that “an unjust law g ven b y th e op p : essor, 7 it must be
is no law at all.” Any law that uplifis human personality de man de d by ,,h eo p p resse d
3 —~

is just. Any law that degrades human personality is unjust.

Martin Luther King Jr. | Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963 Martin Luther King Jr. | Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963
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’ﬂusﬂce foo long delayed is 'usﬂce demed i

When you have fo concect an answer fora
five year old son who is askmg ”Daddy, why do

white people treat colored people so mean?”

then you w:ll undetand
Wesseeswhy we find it difficult to wait.
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Martin Luther King Jr. | Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963

dlsappmn__fed with

L -

the white moderate
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The Negro’s great sfumbﬁng block
in his sitride toward freedom is not... the

Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate,

who is more devoted
fo “order” than justice.

N
Shallow undersfandmg from people of good will is more

frustrating than absolute mrsundersfandmg from people of ill wn'l

Mqrﬁn Lufher Kr'ng Jr. | Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963

One wh‘breaks an unist law

must do so openly, lovmgly and with
a willingness to accept fhe penalty.

I submit that an mdlwdual who breaks a law that consc:ence tells

. him is unjust, a_nd who willingly accepts the penalty of ‘

imprisonment in order to arouse th fhe conscience of the commumfy
over its injustice, is m reahfy expressmg g the highest respect for the Iaw j-

r Martin Lufher ng Jr | LeH‘er from a Blrmmghum Jail, 1963

I should have realized that few members of the
oppressor race can understand the deep groans
and passionate yearnings of the oppressed race,

and fewer still have the vision fo see that

injustice must be

—— . 3N |

persistent, cmd
defermmed action.

Marhn Lufher King Jr. | Leﬂer from a Brrmmgham Jail, 1963
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